
FLAGSTAFF, AZ

Inner Basin Trail  
“Experience Aspen Fall Colors at their Peak!”  

 
October 5, 2019

Don’t forget a liter of water, hat, snacks, sunscreen, basic first-aid gear, and lunch.  
On a hike this long, it is always a good idea to have some protein before you start.

This hike is at altitude.  As always, realistically assess your level of fitness.  
$2.00 donation will be collected for UUCP.  

Description: This scenic wonder in the San Francisco Peaks is Arizona’s own little version of the Alps, 
and hiking the Inner Basin during the fall is as good as it gets. The color explosion of the 
aspens in October is incredible!

The Inner Basin Trail ascends from Lockett Meadow into an extinct volcano and home of 
the tallest peaks in Arizona. The trail winds through the extensive aspen forest flanking the 
upper reaches of the Peaks, joining the Waterline Trail briefly before following a jeep road 
into the caldera. Once arriving at the inner basin, you’ll be surrounded by peaks, and it’s 
here we’ll stop to enjoy the views and some snacks before returning to the trailhead the 
way we came. Leashed dogs are welcome on the trail.

Back at the Lockett Meadow Campground we will find a suitable place to have lunch. 
Please pack whatever you wish to eat and drink. It will be a great opportunity to further 
connect in the great outdoors.

Length: 5.5 miles round trip, with steady gain of almost 1,200 feet in elevation, starting at 
approximately 8,700 and climbing to over 9,800 feet. 
The hike will take approximately 3-4 hours start to finish, depending on the speed of the 
group and how much we stop to enjoy the scenery.

Difficulty: Moderate to strenuous

Meeting Time: 7:00 AM - we will head out early because the Forrest Service will be restricting access to 
the trailhead after the first 50 cars arrive because of limited parking during peak foliage 
season. Please plan on carpooling.

Meeting Place: We’ll meet at 7am at the O'Leary Group Campground, where some from our UUCP 
group will be camping out Friday / Saturday nights.To get there, drive 12 miles northeast of 
Flagstaff on US 89. Turn east (right) on FR 545 (toward Sunset Crater) and drive 2 miles to 
O'Leary Group Campground. We’ll meet at Bonnie/Ed’s RV site (please refer to Bonnie’s 
directions for how to find them once you arrive at the campground). 

We’ll leave O'Leary Campground at 7:15 and drive 25-30 min to the trailhead. 
We should be ready to start hiking into the Inner Basin by 8am.

Trail Location: The Inner Basin Trailhead is at the Lockett Meadow Campground. 
Note, the road to get here is directly across US 89 from the turnoff to Sunset Crater 
Volcano Wupatki National Monument / O'Leary Campground (see above). 
So if coming from Flagstaff, you would turn west (left) on Forest Road 552 and follow the 
dirt road for approximately one mile. Then turn right at the Lockett Meadow sign and 
continue to the campground / trailhead. 

Hike Leaders: Todd and Stephanie Haughton (480-650-8559) 
Note: cell coverage is very limited near campground and trailhead.




